are not tied together.  Also we fill (sic)
that additional support should be put on top
of the arches.  Once the arches are tied
together we will allow them to start running
coal again.

After executing the statement, Mr. Laurie asked
Mr. Strahin to call the dispatcher to stop all trips from
coming through the area, but Mr. Strahin declined.  Mr. Laurie
then called the dispatcher himself and requested him to stop
all traffic.  One trip which was on the way was allowed to
pass through, and after it passed through, the dispatcher shut
the area down as requested by Mr. Laurie (Tr. 64). Mr. Laurie
then called the state and federal mine inspectors, when they
arrived, Mr. Harmon, Mr. Laurie, and Mr. Turpin went back to
the area with the inspectors, and the conditions had been
corrected.  Mr. Harmon estimated that it took an hour and a
half to perform the work, and he stated that "they called a
lot of people up there to correct the situation" (Tr. 68, 73).

Mr. Harmon stated that a safety committeeman had the
authority to request management to shut an area of the mine
down, and he was of the opinion that as a certified person,
Mr. Laurie had the authority to shut an area down under state
law (Tr. 70).  Mr. Harmon confirmed that management had not
given Mr. Laurie permission to shut the area down, nor did
management agree that the area should be shut down.  He also
confirmed that Mr. Laurie called the dispatcher and shut the
area down (Tr. 71) .

Mr. Harmon stated that while the majority of the correc-
tive work was finished when the inspectors arrived, MSHA
Inspector Boleck issued a citation "on strap and some guard-
ing," and the state inspector also issued a citation for a
welding violation (Tr. 72-73).  The inspectors did not look
over the arches to examine the roof conditions as Mr. Laurie
had done because the arches were all in place and the inspec-
tors accepted them as roof support and issued no roof viola-
tions (Tr. 74).  Inspector Boleck asked Mr. Laurie if he was
satisfied with the condition of the roof arches, and
Mr. Laurie stated that he was.  The inspector also agreed,
and he permitted the area to be reopened, and everything went
back to normal (Tr 75-76).

Mr. Harmon stated that on December 14, 1984, at a regular
safety meeting between management and the safety committee,
Mr. Amick gave him and Mr. Turpin a letter stating that they
acted "arbitrary and conspicuously" and that he wanted them
removed from the safety committee (Tr. 75).  Mr. Harmon
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